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1 and ptenidium erichson 

1845 (WSECTA, COLEOPTERA): PROPOSED CONSERVATION 
BY USE OF THE PLENARY POWERS. Z.N.(S.) 2244 

By Hans S\\i\QThtrg( Zoological Museum of the University, 
Helsinki, Finland) 

The generic name Ptilium, the type genus of the PTILIIDAF 
was established by Gyllenhal, 1827: 292, as a subgenus of 
Scaphidium. He included in it four species: atomarium, fasciculate 
evanescens and punctatum. The fust two are nowadays included fn 
the gems Aero tnchis Motschulsky, 1848, the other two in the 
genus Ri'enicIiMm Erichson, 1845. 

2. After Gyllenhal the name Ptilium was used by several 

as Aube, 1833; Dejean, 1833; and Villa, 1833. They 

ErSiin” r845^“^.t‘H"tiT'‘‘' different specific names. Only wheJ 
heian t’n r ^ a revisionary work the usage 

began to stebdize. Thomson, 1859, designated Elophorus 
mmutissimus Gyll. - should be Ljungh - to be type of the^enus 
!3°.! among those originally included, and moreover 

sky, 1855 for\ long 

3. Stephens, 1830: 61, established Anisarthria for eieht 

srMa"S'r° 802 “™ ',1; J'rr 

meias Marsnam, 1802. 78, to be the type species. This soenVe k 
(cShal ^?808rN fh ^ Ptenidium pusillum 

Thomson^'^l8*s9°"ki^H^'-^'^^®!J^’’*’®^®r species. 

GvEhal’ 80 S- tso oi them, Scaphidium pusillum 

S utd inSc type species. The name />ren/i/mm has 

oeen used in this sense ever since. 

5 . The genus Ptilium Gyllenhal is without a validly designated 
ype species, but it has been used in a uniform way for a century or 

suMes/thJ^thP r 0"ly lead to confusion. Therefore I 

surest that the Commission use its plenary powers to designate 

speciefno, oriSlIy 

De preserved. Another way could be to suppress all usages of the 
generic name Ptilium prior to that of Erichson, 1845, Sfor the 
purposes of pnority and homonymy, but I prefer the former 
solution. Since Anisarthria Stephens is an unused senior synonym 
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of Ptenidium Erichson it should be rejected so as to preserve 
current use. Examples of current use are Sainte-Claire Deville, 1935; 
Horion, 1949; Hatch, 1957; Lindroth, 1960; Hansen, 1964; 
Kryzhanovskij, 1965; Brakman, 1966; Besuchet, 1971; Johnson, 
1975; and Pope, 1977. 

6. Since Dermestes melas is a subjective synonym of 
Scaphidiurn pusillum, the generic name Anisarthria is a subjective 
synonym of Ptenidium. In such a case I think the Commission 
should not totally suppress the unused senior synonyms, but give 
the junior, commonly used ones nomenclatural precedence. 

.7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomen- 
clature is therefore requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers: 

(a) to set aside any fixations of type species hitherto 
made for Ptilium Gyllenhal, 1827, and then to 
designate Ptilium caesum Erichson, 1845 as its type 
species; 

(b) to rule Xh 3 it Ptenidium Erichson, 1845, is to be given 
nomenclatural precedence over Anisarthria 
Stephens, 1830, whenever the two names are con- 
sidered to be synonyms; 

(c) to rule that pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, as published 
in the binomen Scaphidiurn pusillum, is to be given 
nomenclatural precedence over melas Marsham, 
1802, as published in the binomen Dermestes melas, 
whenever the two names are considered to be 
synonyms; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Ptilium Gyllenhal, 1827 (gender: neuter), type 
species, by use of the plenary powers in (IKa) 
Ptilium caesum Erichson, 1845; 

{h) Ptenidium Erichson, 1845 (gender: neuter), type 
species, by subsequent designation by Thomson, 
1859, Scaphidiurn pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, with 
an endorsement that it is to be given precedence 
over Anisarthria Stephens, 1830, whenever the two 
names are considered to be synonyms; 

(c) Anisarthria Stephens, 1830 (gender: feminine), type 
species, by subsequent designation by Westwood, 
1838, Dermestes melas Marsham, 1802, with an 
endorsement that it is not to be given priority over 
Ptenidium Erichson, 1845, whenever the two 
names are considered to be synonyms; 
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(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) caesum Erichson, 1845, as published in the binomen 
Ptilium caesum (specific name of the type species of 
Ptilium Gyllenhd, 1827); 

{h) pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, as published in the 
binomen Scaphidium pusillum (specific name of the 
type species of Ptenidium Erichson, 1845) with an 
endorsement that it is to be given precedence over 
melas Marsham, 1802, as published in the binomen 
Dermestes melas, whenever the two names are con- 
sidered to be synonyms; 

(c) melas Marsham, 1802, as published in the binomen 
Dermestes melas (specific name of the type species 
of Anisarthria Stephens, 1830), with an endorse- 
ment that it is not to have priority over the specific 
name pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, as published in the 
binomen Scaphidium pusillum, whenever the two 
names are considered to be synonyms. 
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